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Introductions and Agenda Review 

Danielle Wilson, with Jones & Stokes, facilitated the meeting.  The meeting began with self-introductions, announcements, and review of the agenda.  Previously noticed for the meeting’s agenda, Carol Kendell was unable to attend nor present on her 2003 Solution Isotope Study.  Danielle shared with the TWG that the purpose of the meeting was to provide an opportunity for presentations and discussions on DOTMDL projects, current studies, and updates.

Updates

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Action on DO 

Mark Gowdy on behalf of the CVRWQCB made an update on the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) Action on DO. Mark indicated that the CVRWQCB was preparing for its upcoming board meeting.  Mark stated that the language in the TMDL will be modified by eliminating the use of the term “DO load capacity” and using “excess oxygen demand” instead.  Some of the calculations were changed to reflect the new approach as well.  Mark also stated that the updated report will be available on the DOTMDL section of the CVRWQCB Web page. 

Demonstration Project 

Craig Stevens, representing Jones & Stokes, provided an update on the Demonstration Project, and indicated that the Department of Water Resources is continuing work on the design.  Barbara Marcotte indicated that a  peer review of the design document will be conducted by Dr. Horne and Dr. Speese, and that  Jones & Stokes and HDR will respond to issues identified in the peer review.  These issues and the subsequent responses will be posted on the DOTMDL TWG Web site. 

Upstream Studies Contract 

Will Stringfellow, provided an update on the Upstream Studies Contract.  He indicated that the study will be reviewed by both the Regional Board and Calfed.  

Presentation and Discussion Items - San Joaquin River Upstream Studies
SJR Water Quality Management Group – Sanman Salinity and Flow Modeling Study 

Byron Buck, represent the San Joaquin River Water Quality Management Group  (SJRWQMG), opened the presentation by providing an update on the overall efforts of the San Joaquin River Water Quality Management Group.  Additionally, Byron distributed the draft summary recommendations of the SJRWQMG for meeting the water quality objectives for salinity measured at Vernalis and dissolved oxygen in the Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel.  A copy of the draft summary is available on the DOTMDL TWG Web site.

Paul Hutton, representing the Metropolitan Water District, presented on the Sanman Salinity and Flow Modeling study.  Based on questions from the audience, Paul indicated that:

· A new CALSIM model baseline is being utilized as part of this study.

· The window for recirculation is July through September due in part to concerns about Delta Smelt and Salmon activity at Vernalis. 

· There is a 200 cfs reduction in flow at Vernalis due in part to change in DO in the Stanislaus River and drainage removal.  

A copy of Paul’s presentation is available on the DOTMDL TWG Web site. 

San Joaquin River Water Quality Modeling - A Beginning

Russ Brown, representing Jones & Stokes provided an overview of a computerized data atlas developed by Jones & Stokes and HydroQual as part of the DWSC and SJR Water Quality Modeling contract.  The SJR Water Quality Data Atlas was created to give stakeholders and agencies a rapid and consistent method to access all available data on the SJR and DWSC flow and water quality conditions for the 20-year period, from 1984 to 2003. The Data Atlas includes flow and water quality data from the SJR Stevinson gage (State Route 165 Bridge, also referred to as Lander Avenue), downstream to the DWSC portion of the SJR. Tributary flow and water quality data are included for the Merced, Tuolumne, and Stanislaus Rivers, as well as Salt Slough and Mud Slough. Some basic tidal stage, salinity, and water quality data from the Delta are included for reference. The Data Atlas uses a spreadsheet format to allow daily flow and water quality data to be graphed and evaluated. Data Atlas users can rapidly review the 20-year sequence of flow and water quality conditions in the SJR and DWSC. SJR flow and water quality patterns for a wide variety of runoff conditions (i.e., seasonal flows) can be viewed in a series of annual graphs. This allows periods with water quality conditions of interest (e.g. low dissolved oxygen [DO] episodes) to be selected for more intensive analysis or for modeling evaluation. Data Atlas users can add other graphs of special interest to the spreadsheet files.
Russ provided a disk containing the data atlas to all who attended.  This presentation is also available on the DOTMDL TWG Web site.
Next Steps 

The next DOTMDL TWG meeting was scheduled for Thursday, March 17, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting concluded at noon.  
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